Esophageal perforations: the role of computerized tomography in diagnosis and management decisions.
External drainage is indicated when a neck abscess results from esophageal or hypopharyngeal perforation. Diagnosis, extent of disease, and timing of abscess drainage have traditionally challenged the surgeon in management of the perforated esophagus or hypopharynx. Diagnosis and management decisions are enhanced by use of computerized tomography (CT) as an adjunctive study. Five specific case presentations feature diagnosis and management.